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The Abolition of Atlantic Slavery

 Enormity of the slave trade
 350 years, 12 million Black 

Africans,  2-3 million died 
 New England profited 
 Outlawed in 1807
 Britain (1833) and France (1848) 

abolish slavery in their colonies
 US Civil War – June 19,1865 in 

Galveston, Texas
 13th Amendment abolishing 

slavery – December 1865



Abolition of American Slavery

 Four million enslaved Black Americans 
 Nat Turner and slave rebellions
 Harriet Tubman and the Underground 

Railroad
 Frederick Douglass and Black self-

determination 
 William Lloyd Garrison and White 

abolitionism 
 Harriet Beecher Stowe and the power of 

literature
 John Brown and violent resistance
 Abraham Lincoln and the power of 

government



George Boutwell’s 
political career

 Brookline Mass. in 1818 - The Country Club
 Lunenburg 1820, Groton 1835
 Mass. House of Representatives in 1840s, Governor 

in 1850s; helps create Republican Party 
 Lincoln’s Commissioner of Internal Revenue in 

1862-63 and US Congressman from 1863-1869 
 Grant’s Secretary of the Treasury from 1869-1873 

and US Senator from 1873-1877
 International Law and Anti-Imperialism Campaign 

against US annexation of the Philippines with Mark 
Twain, Andrew Carnegie, etc., 1880s-1905



What was the
Emancipation Proclamation? 

 Announced on 22 September 1862 following 
the battle of Antietam in Maryland 

 Signed by Lincoln on 1 January 1863
 Described as a wartime measure
 Frees only those slaves in states and territory 

under Confederate control, not border states 
 Lincoln: “I would hope to have God on my 

side, but I must have Kentucky.”



Political Sensitivity of Emancipation

 Border state loyalty, northern 
racism and labor unrest, 1862 
midterm elections

 Compensation, colonization
 13 July 1862:  Seward and Welles
 22 July 1862:  Tells Cabinet, 

opinion is divided; will EP look like 
a measure of desperation?

 Criticism from Frederick Douglass 
for not moving faster



Boutwell, Lincoln, and Slavery  

 “One of Lincoln’s truest friends,” Allen Guelzo
 Fierce opposition to slavery:

 1860 Republican National Convention; visits 
Lincoln in Springfield, Illinois 

 Virginia Peace Convention in February 1861
 Harvard Phi Beta Kappa Lecture in July 1861
 1862 - Moral and military reasons 



Boutwell in summer of 1862 

 June 4:  telegram from Stanton 
 June 6:  meets with Lincoln, departs for 

Cairo, Illinois 
 July 8:  alone with mosquitos for 21st 

wedding anniversary
 July 16:  returns to DC, revenue job
 Begins with 3 clerks and by March 1863 

there are several thousand Revenue 
appraisers/collectors 



The Great War Rally on 
Capitol Hill

 August 6: to raise public morale 
 Boutwell invited to speak, by whom?
 Follows short remarks by Lincoln
 Boutwell the only one of the many speakers 

who unequivocally calls for the abolition of 
slavery as necessary to defeat the South

 “Take slavery by the throat and destroy it”
 Did Lincoln plan and know what Boutwell 

would say? 



Public and Press 
Reaction 

 “Emancipation in the eleven seceded states… is 
the solution” 

 “applause, cries of good, good,” cheering
 Positive press reaction:  

 “Gov. Boutwell’s strong emancipation speech 
is much talked of.”

 “Ex-Gov. Boutwell described the real causes of 
the rebellion.”

 Favorable coverage in British newspapers: 
London, Leeds, Liverpool

Boutwell speech a testing of the waters?



Lincoln’s Famous Letter 
to Horace Greeley 

 Publicly, Lincoln still cautious
 Greeley letter of August 22: 

 “paramount object…is to save the Union”
 “If I could save the Union without freeing 

any slave I would do it; if I could save it by 
freeing all the slaves I would do it, and if I 
could save it by freeing some and leaving 
others alone I would also do that.”

 Privately, Lincoln says to Boutwell after the 
Union defeat at Second Manassas that he is 
ready to issue the EP but needs good news 
on the military front.



“Good” News at Battle of Antietam

 September 17 
 Lee thrown back across Potomac 

River into Virginia
 Bloodiest day in U.S. military history –

20,000 casualties 
 Lincoln tells Boutwell:

 “when Lee came over the river I 
made a resolution that if McClellan 
drove him back I would send the 
proclamation after him [Lee].”



Lincoln Issues 
Emancipation Proclamation

 Announced on September 22
 Will sign it on January 1, 1863
 Hopes threat of the EP will get  some 

Confederate states to give up  
rebellion

 Is still exploring compensation and 
colonization, though these are resisted 
by America’s free Blacks 

 Frederick Douglass: “the greatest 
event of our nation’s history”



From the EP to 
Juneteenth 1865

 GSB to Sarah on 23 September: “at the moment I write 
this you cannot have heard of the President’s 
Proclamation of Emancipation… there ought to be great 
rejoicing throughout the North; it is the most important 
American event of history.”

 EP will not free many slaves immediately, but it does 
empower Black Americans to:

 leave the plantations and head north, depriving 
Confederacy of vitally important labor

 Join up with Union armies striking into the Confederacy, 
supplying important information and military intelligence

 Enlist in the Union Army – 54th Massachusetts Regiment –
more than 180,000 soldiers and sailors by war’s end

 Helps shorten the war: Appomattox April 1865; Union 
order in Galveston TX on 19 June 1865



The EP and 
Reconstruction

 Abolition of slavery - 13th Amendment
 Boutwell and the 14th and 15th Amendments
 Black efforts to secure full citizenship rights
 Sgt. William Carney and William Still  
 George Boutwell and the 1871 KKK Act
 1876 Election and the End of Reconstruction
 Black community celebrations of January 1 as 

Emancipation Day



Emancipation Statue 
Controversy

 Unveiled April 14,1876 in Washington DC
 Boutwell hears Frederick Douglass emphasize 

role Blacks played in their own emancipation 
 “what I want to see before I die is a 

monument representing the negro… erect on 
his feet like a man.”

 Replica erected December 1879 in Park 
Square, removed in December 2020 pending 
decision on how best to display it



Great Emancipation 
Meeting

New Year’s Day, 1903

 Black American celebration of Emancipation Day  

 40th anniversary organized by William Monroe 
Trotter of Boston’s Guardian Newspaper

 Thousands of Blacks and whites at Faneuil Hall 

 Boutwell the keynote speaker, introduced by the 
Rev. Joshua Young of Groton

 Boutwell says that Black Americans need a “new” 
Emancipation Proclamation - should support the  
political party that best represents their interests



Juneteenth and 
Black Agency

 “Black Agency” – the role that Black Americans 
played in securing their own freedom and rights 

 Prof. Benjamin Quarles of Morgan State University

 Prevented from writing about Blacks as a Master’s 
Student at University of Wisconsin in 1933 

 “George Sewall Boutwell: A Radical with Reasons” 
one who believed in Black Agency

 Ph.D. thesis on Frederick Douglass – David Blight 



History Repeating Itself?

 Second/Third Reconstruction period
 Grant and Obama presidencies followed by backlash
 The ”Lost Cause” and white supremacy after Grant
 “MAGA” and white “replacement” fears after Obama
 Conservative Supreme Court and minority Congress 
 In 2022, much progress has been made, but much 

remains to be done
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